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host relished the snub she gave him.
No, I urn sure I could not afford to love
ier, even with Iloscoe secure. My wife

must put success beforo everything.
This girl will never do that. She will
never do anything indeed that does not

w
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havo mothers an sisters an cousins an
aunts that'll hate me on the face cr
earth. They'll ebon hate tho ground I
walk on; so I'll havo ter dry up inter
the ugliest little old maid. I reckon I'll
blow away in tho end. Thar ain't no
chance cr me dyiu, liko anybody ought
when they're crossed in love. You ought
ter bo sorry fer me instid cr tnakin me
sorry fer myself. '

" 'No, I'm sorry fer myself, says I.
You've done sawed me off short every

tetch, but I'm bound ter say er feller
that could git you wouldn't mind cf all
the other women in tho world was mad
ernough ter die over it.

" I oughter say tbanky, sir,' Bays
she. 'But I thought we'd ngreed ter
talk senso.

" 'Oh, no,' says I. 'It was business,
an, whether cr 110, I mean ter tell you
my cominhereeomuoli means business.'
Then I drapped on my knees an tried
ter. Kit cr hold of her hand, but she
jumpod erway an flung er handful er
them p'ar fruits right in my face. Ono'
of 'em was so mellcr it stuck on the end
er my nose, nn when sho soen that she
laughed till she criod. But soon sho set
her head up, an saya she in her high
way:

'I don't wanter eeenvinhospitable,
Mr. Topmark, but you must know that
you can never havo anything ter say ter
me that would not bo better said whero
all tho world might hear it. Good day,
sir! I cain't ask you in the houso. I
have got a heap er other things ter do.'
And with that she left mo so mad I
couldn't see straight, not knowiu hardly
whether I'd ruthcr kill her er ask her
ter walk on me."

"It must havo tried your temper such
impertinence," Mr. Howell eaid, yet
laughed behind his hand at tho thought
of Mr. Topmark with tho pear on his
nose. "Pardon mo if I seem imperti-
nent," ho went on, "but you had better
tell mo your wholo mind toward the
other one. Miss Magnolia Tubbs is net
bad looking, but ulio impresess mo 1:3

being well, a triflo hard mouthed and
moro than a triflo skittish."

"You'ro right. But sho's got her
match that thar Noeh. IIo's tho devil.
Besides, ho's got tho upper hand. Tho
gal's been nnfortunit. Thar's er child,
you see. Till I found that out thar
might cr been two choices fer mo. Noch
wouldn't havo tho land as cr gracious
gift, no sho Magnolyer is crazy ter
git money. Say, you go right over ter
lioscoo termorrer mornin. Ask fer tho
olo man. Ef you insist you won't talk
only ter him, it'Jl skctr that littlo visen
wusser'n anything. But don't tell him.
Talk ter her. Don't beat erbont tho
bush. Say right out you'vo been asked
ter take tho caso an how I'vo tried tcr
keep you from tctchin it an only givo in
after you promised ter try an compcv

'An when she seen thai hc laurjhcd till
nhc cried."

mise. JNamo cr wnoppiu big sum. bay
$5,000, though I'll git tho thing settled
fer $2,000. Say I begged an plead with
you ter let the olo man nt least livo out
his days in peace, an you'd like tcr do
it, only business is business, an you
ain't the ouly lawyer"

"One would think I was hardly a
lawyer from tho mumtcuess.of your in-

structions," Mr. Howell said, cringing
his chair down upon all its four legs.
"I think I can bo trusted with the dip-
lomatic part. What I want is a clear
statement of facts and your connection
with them."

"In jest so many words the faots is
those, " Mr. Topmark said: "Roscoo
land was took up from gov'ment survey,
with money her father had give that ole
woman, Naomi Pickins, when she got
married. Ef she ever j'ined in tho deeds
ter tho McGregors, thar ain't no papers
ner records ter prove, though tho rs

ssy she did do it But tha only
One knowin tcr that is the ole man bis-sel- f,

an Rob won't let him be pestered
with this cf sho kin any way help it.
Now, yere comes Naomi Pickins' gran'-daughte- r,

Magnolyer Tubbs, only heir
30 fer's I know, wuntin tcr git her
rights. But sho don't want tho land,
nn I do. I want likewise the gal that
thinks she owns it an know I cain't git
her unless I work my files pretty sharp.
She cain't fight tho caso. Law an jestice
cost money. That sho ain't got. Ef
she'll let me stan' her friend"

"But if sho will not let you stand her
friend, and if Magnolia should discover
how much better a bargain sho could
make" Mr. Howell bogau, but Top-mar- k

cut him short.
"I'll git tho land, no matter what

Rob McGregor does," ho said, rising
heavily. "That's certain. As fer that
other one, you don't know Noch. Ef
she tnrnod rusty, he'd think nothin er
puttin her out in the swamp, with cr
knife crcross her throat, liko he's done

well, some other things. An Noch, bo
dassen't git mo down on him. No, sir-ee- !

I know too much. "
"Then it is settled that I mako a first

movo tomorrow?" Mr. Howell nsked,
also rising. Ho did not mark the sud-

den, curious grayness about Topmark '3
mouth, but ho wondered a little that it
was a full minuto before that gentleman
answered slowly :

"Yes, an ef you bring back word that
sho wants ter see me right off it'll bo
wuth $50 extry ter you when we come
ter settle."

Tfe Warranted Enthusiasm of a Proro- -
Incut Citizen of Owoud,

Mr. II. B., Gates baa been a prominent
nun in Owosso for man years un old citi-e- n

and much respected resident, lit luu
held, the important position of City Treas-
urer, and hid endorsement id worthy the

--consideration of the public. This is what
no says :
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troubled with the urine. Sometimes it was
very frequent, and then again it would
become very scanty and high colored. 'When
that way my stomach would bloat up terribly.
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when I procured a box of Doan's Kidney
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was almost like magic. The second day
after I commenced taking them my back
felt better. I continued their use, and y

my back feels splendid. It is free from any
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urination has been restored to a natural
condition and regularity. I do not bloat
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and obtained the same benefit from using
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CHAPTER XVII.
Lawyer Howell was certain! j a cool

hand. Though Mr. Topmark awakened
him at daylight the next morning for a
conference that ought to have set him In
a flutter, he came to breakfast sleek and
serene as ever, albeit he had talked free
ly with Mrs. Annis and her niece.

He was in holiday temper, well pleas
ed with himself and all about him.
Though he fancied himself a baohelor
confirmed, ho had still asemihumande
light in the young of his species, espe
cially when they had spotless faces and
wore fresh white pinafores and had a
habit of speech quaintly frank and di
verting. Then, too, the green country
charmed him. It had such wonderful
harmonies of tint and tone. The happy
babble of water slipping past was musio
to his ears.

"The day is a concrete idyl," ho said
to himself about 1 1 o'clock, tipping back
his chair so far ho half lay at easo in it.
"It is truly a caso of 'all save tho spirit
of man is divino. ' Can Topmark bo such
a fool as to think I do not see what

-- cards ho thinks ho holds and how he
means to play them? It is astonishing,
his infatuation, or rather it would be if
the girl wero merely pretty. She is bo
very much moro 0110 of tho women
men dio for I myself might bo rather
hard hit if sho would look nt mo ns a
human being. Sho did not last night.
I was merely a new port of animal about
whom sho wa3 not even curious. Sho
had something on her mind. I wonder

no. J wvrYr nxczt how mv respected
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square with a sense of honor almost
fantastic A hard ono to drive, she. If
Mr. Topmark thinks otherwise, he is
letting himself in for a very bad half
hour. IIo is the shrewdest blunderer
Oh, hoi Here he comes, looking like the
devil."

Mr. Topmark had indeed a face of
fury as ho dropped into a chair and
wiped his forehead with his hand. The
hand Ehook and his breatli came a
thought unevenly as ho said through his
set teeth:

"Well, from the looks er things. How
ell, you'll have ter take that caso an try
tcr put Miss Magnolyer Tubbs, gran'
daughter of Naomi Picking, deceased.
in possession er her rights."

"Ah!" said Mr. Howell, half closing
his eyes. They wero too wido awake.
"Don't bring up business today. It
soeina mado for idleness."

"Oh, any time you please! It's your
business, not mine," Mr. Topmark Raid,
with a short laugh. Mr. Howell laughed
too, languidly and in a half apologetio
fashion, as he said:

"Pardon the correction, but if this is
not your business Uncertainly is not
mine."

"Say, what in the nation air you
drivin at?" Mr. Topmark asked angrily.
Mr. Howell's face grew moro than ever
tranquil as ho replied:

"I thought I was explicit enough;
but, if I must speak plainer, I begin
work only upon receipt of a suitable re-

tainer, and Miss Tubbs says, with ad-

mirable candor, she has not $10 to her
namo."

"Well, what cr that? Suo fer half
you' recover, " Mr. Topmark said sulkily.
Again tho lawyer smiled.

"I think I need not tell ono so well
informed as yourself," ho said silkeu-ly- ,

"that law is not an exact science,
and that in contingent cases one rs.ncver
certain of not having his troublo for his
pains."

"Confound you!" Mr. Topmark
growjed. "I'vo dono let yon inter this,
an you know yon can bleed mo. All you
lawyers U rc'lor Jccchcs, though as
well you 9 crnother. "

"I thought yon would hear reason, "
Mr. Howell returned, with a bow.
"Now, let's get our bearing?, no to
speak. I judge yon wish very greatly to
marry tho heiress of lioscoo"

"It ain't that," Topmark broko in.
"It mought f r been at first. Bcfo' my
wifo died I did want tlio laud, but
now"- -

"I understand," tho lawyer said.
"But, I repeat, you wish to marry tho
hoiress of lloscoc? You wish, too, that
that person shall turn out to bo Miss
Rob McGregor, but only after sho has
becomoMrs. Topmark?"

"Yes; no I don't hardly know.
You've got mo flustered with your fine
talk. But I'll tell you plain jest whar
an how I stan witii her. I been thar
this mornin; found her so took up with
cr passel er nasty little turkeys I couldn't
scasely git er word with her. She
'peareel moughty bright, though,' sorter
on aidgo, as you may say. So I waited,
talkin ter tho ole man, until I seen her
slip off oat ter tho p'ar trees. Then I
chased off arter her; found her flingin
sticks nn rocks up in 'em an p'ars jest
rainin down at every throw she made.
Then she up an said how lazy sho was

any industrious body'd climb an pick
tho fruits on bruised, as they was fer
p'scrves. Then I up an said I'd git up
thar, though I wa'n't quito er boy, an
fiho laughed real tantalizin an said sho
couldn't let tho father cr a fam'ly resk
hisself that way. Then sho kep' on
throwiu an sot mo ter pick up what she
knocked down. An laugh! You oughter
er heard her when them fruits come
dancin an hoppin over my bald head.
But arter a bit she says:

" 'Let s go m the grape arbor an rest.
I'm 'fraid you'll have apoplexy. I cain't
havo your death on my conscience. '

"So in wo went an set on tho two turf
benches, her ftne side, me the other. She
had her apcrn full er p'ars an flung one
over tcr me, sayin :

" 'Have cr p'ar, Mr. Topmark. I'm
shoro you'vo earned it.1

"Then I sorter aidged round ter let-ti- n

on I wanted ernother sort cr p'ar, nn
she flung up her head on laughed an
said:

"'Oh,. Mr. Topmark, jest fer er
change, now, s'poso you was ter talk
sense tcr me! I know it would improve
your health.'

" 'Oh,' says I, then you wauter talk
business? I'm agreeable Jest you firfl
erway. '

"An she says, lookiu over my head,
'I can't talk your sorter business, 'cause
I ain't got none er my own, an other
folks' is clean out er tho question.'

" 'Why,' says I, 'everybody thinks
you'vo got cr heap cr business heap too
much fer cr pretty young thing like
youl'

"An then she held up her hand, say-i-

'Stop! You know business is buyin
an sellin an payin debts. Now, I've
nothin tcr buy right now, thank God,
next ter nothin tcr sell sence the colt
was stole an not er debt in the world.
In fact, I can't git in debt. Nobody 'd
trust me fer 10 cents. They, know they
couldn't tetch tho land fer itthat's all
we'vo got an I'd shoot the man that
would namo sale cr mortgago ter dad-
dy

" You oughter bo rich with all this
land,' says I. 'Wouldn't you liko tor be?
It's wuth er fortuno cf it was managed
right.'

"Then she thought er minit an flung
her arms over her head, enyin: 'Yes, I
do want money, er heap of it, crnough
to make somo rascals suffer nn givo
daddy an the dogs an all tho black folks
er good time. '

" 'You ain't namin nothin fer your-
self, 'I says. 'Shorelyyon want some-thi- n

ef it ain't no mo'n fino weddin
clothes.'

"An then sho laughed she's jest like
quicksilver an says she: 'Ob, Mr. Top-mar- k,

Mr. Topmark! How enn you tan- -

The Evening

CHAPTER XVIII.
Mr. Howell camo back from Iloscoe

with the look of a whipped hound,
though he brought Mr. Topmark the
wished for message. But when he had
delivered it he went on: "You have not
got a nico job before you, Topmark.
That young woman vill not bo bullied,
even by you. Confound herl She came
nearer putting me in a blue funk than
ever a supreme judgo did. I shall not
know whether to envy or pity you if
you get your own way with her, of
which I have my doubts."

Mr. Topmark was moro hopeful when
he saw Rob, white and heavy eyed. Sho
made no pretense of greeting, but went
straight at tho heart of things. "I want
money, $5,000," she said. "You know
what for. Will you let me havo it and
take the land for it when it cornea to bo
mine?"

"Well, you see, $5,000 is cr heaper
money, er mighty heap er money," Mr.
Topmark answered slowly. "It would
bo tho wust sort er thing fer my busi
ness ter sink that much in cr remainder
in trns'. But then thar ain't nothin
hardly I won't try tcr do ter 'bligo good
neighbors. Tact is, I been tryin ter jew
down that thar lawyer. I told him ho
hadn't no conscienco whatever"

"So ho said, " Rob broko in. "Excuso
me, but I am so anxious. "Mi. Top-mar-

plcaso say simply ye3 or no. If
you cannot oblijro me, I must try else-
where. I sent for you because I know
you havo ready iw&v. Besides tho
placo lies no it j.3 zClth moro to you
than most peoplo.

"Yes, I'm bound ter say it is," Mr.
Topmark admitted impartially, with
tho aircf ono conferring a favor. "But,
you see, er remainder in trus' I ain't
meauin the least disrespeo', Miss Rob.
I know your word's better'n er bond.
But tho placo won't be yours till the ole
gentleman's gono. S'posin you died
first"

"You shall not supposo such a thing, "
Rob said, with a quick shiver. "To do
it would bo to deny the mercy of God. I
shall livo to tako caro of him. I will do
it in spito of everything. What you
havo said, though, shows mo tho caso is
hopeless, sofarns it concerns you. I can
only beg your pardon for having trou-
bled you."

"You know it ain't no trouble, not
the least. Why, Miss Rob, I'd do just
anything fer you an glad er tho chance,"
Mr. Topmark 6aid eagerly. "Now, don't
you fret an think you'ro goin ter bo
turned oat cr houso an homo. That
shan't never happen whilo Bon Top-mark- 's

yours ter command"
"Excuso me. Yon must know I can-

not accept any but Buch help as may
come strictly in tho way of business,"
Rob said, her eyes beginning to shine.
"Forgive mo if I seem bold, Mr. Top-mar-

but I must say in justico to my-
self that in thus applying to yon I took
account not of your gallantry, but of
your well known shrewdness. I am of-

fering you for $5,000 what I know you
want very much and otherwise would
not get at all."

"You 'mean jest Roscoo, I s'poso,"
Mr. Topmark said, grinning. "I do
want it, Miss Rob, but, Lord, not half,
not er hundredth part, as bad as I want
you. Now, don't you try ter stop me.
You sent fer me, remember. I got cr
right ter speak. I know you don't keer
nothin in the world erbout me, an I'm
er fool ter keep on arter you like I do. I
ain't no handsome young sprig ter take
your fancy. Neither I ain't er p'ison
snake. So you jest say you'21 eben con-eid-

.mq, an I pledge you my word jou
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$1.00.
SCOTT & BOWNE, New York.

shan't have n i..o" troume witn tms
yere rascally gi; i.""

"Thank yon, b;;t that is wholly im-

possible," Ro!j - ski, a deep scarlet stain-
ing her pal::l frta, "sq impossible,"

j she went on, "v. o will forget what you
have said."

"What ma t impossible?" Top-mar- k

asked douodly.
Rob shiver fd t intly, then drewbaok,

saying, "Tho tare that lam myself and
you-jrour- if. "

"You're the only woman round yere
I couldn't havo fer tho askiu, " Mr, Top-mar- k

began in his most aggrieved voice.
In spito of her deep trouble, Rob broko

into a laugh and answered gayly: "I
have not tho least doubt of it. Dear Mr.
Topmark, do 30 and take one of them.
You don't know how guilty I shall feel
if I think myself the occasion of so ex-

cellent a husband going to waste."
Hej laughing provoked Mr. Topmark

beyond words, moro than even her stead-
fast refusal of himself. She could thus
Whistlo him anil his money down tho
wind with ruin staring her in tho face.
It mcst be &hc did not realize what she
was about. IIo had spoken fair words.
Now ho i!?st try what virtue lay in
ronli one

"I'oa say yon lovo your ole father,"
ho Lvgan. 'Tlir.r won't bo many tcr

t!;at when llicy seo him in tho
poor houso si.'i know yon could cr kept
him out er ir. "'

"Perhaps," Hob said, though she got
white to thn lipj. "But it seems to me, '

Mr. we had better say no
more. V.'u aro not likelv to agree, and it
is utterly foolish to quarrel. ''

"Wo must agree on somethin er cl.10
it'll b9 thn wust day's work whs ever
dono frr.ycu un him, "Mr. Topmark al-

most fibcutcd. "You think, I reckon,
other help will come. I tell you it
won't, it shan't. I can givo' you er
namo us will shek every door in tho
county in your face. Now, tako your
choice be r.;y wife, havo all that lifo
kin give er clso the road an tho world
lookin at you as the dust under its feet I

Choose quick too. You've tried mo long
ernough."

"Choico is impossible," Rob said, her
faco white and scornful, "since nothing
clso on earth could bo to mo so hard, so
degrading, so entirely unbearable, as
even tho contemplation for ono minute
of being your wife."

Mr. Topmark swung upon his heel
and came faco to faco with Aunt Phemy,
who had been standing just outside tho
grapo arbor throughout the interview.
Tho old woman was still speechless.
Otherwise sho showed no sign of the
cowardly midnight attack. .Rob had al-

most forced her to come and share Mam
Liza's house in a corner of the yard.
She had been shelling peas in the arbor
while Rob talked with the lawyer that
morning. Now she stood looking at Mr.
Topmark with the eyo of a basilisk.
Thrice sho nodded at him, then raised
her hand and pointed him away.

"f;t cr my way, yon ole witch." he
shouted, rushing past her. Rob had
sunk, shaken and breathless, upon tho
turf seat within. The old woman went
to her and softly stroked her head, then
took the girl's faco between her two
hands and looked into tho eyes as though
sho tried to comfort her.

A tall shadow fell across tho sunny
door. Jack Talbot camo through it and
sat down boside Rob, saying:

"My mysterious passenger sent you a
message, Rob a mossago moro mysteri-
ous than even himself. He bado me say
to you, 'Darknoss is coming, with light
behind.' What do you make of that?
Do you think he was crazy?"

"I hope not," Rob said, trying to
speak steadily. "The darkness has come,
Jack, quickly enough. Let ns hope the
light will follow."

Before Jack could answer Aunt Phe-
my caught Rob's hand and kissed it,
With smile9 all over her deeply wrinkled
face. . v

Fate sometimes disposes of her might-
iest men by means of trifles light as air.
Not that Miss VVinfold was a trifle.
Perish tho insinuation! But if Lawyer
HowcJl had not chosen to ride abroad
just when and where he did, he would
certainly not have encountered her and '

and But let tho event bo duly
chronicled.

Tho lawyer rode, soliloquizing, half
aloud: "Georgo, but Topmark is a jolly
fooll He thinks ho can tamo that pretty
piece of pridi Confound it! I wish I
had not seen her. I want to throw np
the caso when I think of her eyes. Of
course I shall not do it. But who with-
out seeing her would ever understand
Topmark's infatuation? The wonder is
that, having seen her, I no longer won-
der over it. She might bo dangerous to
me, only sho sees too far into mo. Then
there ia that stubborn fact Jack Tal-bd- t.

Only a fool would overlook him.
But tho other ono, Topmark's niece-s-he's

almost as astonishing, considering
the stock sho springs from. What a way
she has! It was worth a lot to seo how
sho cooed and purred the other night. I
might think of calling there, only I
hopo to got out of this tomorrow at tho
latest."

Squud of othey hoofs here mado him


